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"He who has no clear idea of death or of
rebirth, and does not master the fact that
death is the dissolution of the five factors
(mind and body), and that rebirth is the
appearance of the five factors, he concludes
that c A living entity deceases and transmi-
grates into another body/ or c A living
entity is reborn, and has got a new body.'
. . . No elements of being transmigrate
from the last existence into the present, nor
do they appear in the present existence with-
out causes in the past existence.1 For, at
the hour of death, . . . the last conscious
act is as a man who, to cross a ditch, swings
himself over by a rope hung on a tree above
him. Yet he does not really alight,? for while
the last conscious act dies away (and this is
called passing away), another conscious act'.
arises in a new life, and this is called rebirth,
or conception. But it is to be understood
that the latter conscious act did not come
into the present life from the previous life.
We must also understand, that it is only to
causes contained in the old existence that its
present appearance is due. . . . Now,
if taking any continuous series, an absolute
sameness obtained, then e.g., sour cream could

1 " Existence " in Pali is literally " becoming " (bhava).
They rejected the abstract word " being " (atthita).

* I differ here slightly from Warren's reading of the
Pali. His rendering does not seem to be sufficiently
intelligible. But the whole passage needs sounder scholar-
ship than his or mine.